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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD '
SUBJECT: 12 November Me

eting of the "Indochina Steering
T Qroup™ o

foe

f l
. L R:cported on a proposal from Vientisne to o
. use some sevan Meo battalions to harass Ban Ban east of I
. - the Plaine of Jarres. The idea would be to use theae 25X6
ko forces to move in.en bha.huwn.~daatroy‘!ncilitiea, and
-4 then withdraw. Apparently too, such a move would cause
‘Communist forces on the PDY to withdraw

to the east to Ck
‘face the threat, During the oparation, #in CL
~effact would be defending Long Thien, Ambassador Godley 25X1A LB
“ 18 &n favor of the idea. said he thinke this grew 7
., ouk of a conversation betwaan Vang Pao and the Directer
- dn , ector's recent viait, Vang Pao,
in an expansive mood, talked about..a three-

bperation beginning with taki

ng the high ground
» then clearing the PDJ, and later moving on

~Fan San, The DDP and PICY are in favor of going ahead
‘with the proposal. The FE Division ig dragging its faet
noting that the last time a move to the

i east took place,
it ended up with a Communist reaction which cost the
~ Agency

: Inter-agency
| meetings have baen taking place in racent days. It ia
can issue likely to' ‘coms bafore WBAG before long. The

“» hope of the field is that the operation can begin next
waek (thers wam no extensive discussion or debate of

v this subject, Put the sentiment arcund the room was clearly
of a questioning nature).

] 2 ;M reported on his 9 November meeting with
| ayayt  Becretary Lair ‘and further discussions about
| 29X1A The situation was made a bit more complicated
T - beoause CINCPAC had taken the position that he can
. mccept tha degradation of intelld noe caused by a re- .
. duction of carrier oparahiom.ﬂ told the Secretary
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‘this is & deoision for the DCX to make, not CINCPAC, ang

that the DCY cannoe accept dagradation. Lajirq said he

‘would straighten thie out., Provision of fighter cover

, .m'!.'tha_-mmnnamunm.&‘m Danang 4is act an ideal golution

since the tighters have to be available for B-52 operations.

Unkdd this matter {a sortsd out, OCT {a requested to keap 25X6
| : covarage so that a current ' !

e

or lack 1s readily available,

_— | | 25X1A
e 4s " There was' a Befsy discussion of the omp me

concernis Bihanaukviilq-. Ihe Director has asked

and to look this over, to prepare a

25X1A

tion ang 25X1A

transmittal letter from the Director !o
Admiral A on. The Director intends to let _
"the one to take the paper up with the White louss,

R _ngc:taﬁ that the Southeast Asia Order o
- of Battle conference ig proceeding in 1ow key; no maior ?
dsauen or problens sxpected. : |

25X1A: et By '_olaﬂﬂ rajised recent evidence of a growing , , f
L, Communis threst in Cambodia. - After a lengthy discueesion 2
0f this, it was agreed that OCY would look into the j
 possdbiltty of Preparing a “systematic" agency memo on j
- thin subjeot. T o ‘ -
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